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4 FOR§ Deputy Director (Administration)

Tunctions of the O0ffice of General Counsel

1. The following is suggested as a brief outline of the activi-
ties of Y.mﬁm&el's Office in the event you wish {0 discuss
them with 25X1A

2, The Office of General Counsel is responsible for hendiing all
legal matters arising in connection with the official business of the
Agency. In practice, this includes on the Overt side the handling =ané
interpretation of legislstion and the legel sspects of legislative
1iaison and the legal acpects of budget and fiscal problems, persomnel
matters, such as leave, travel, retirement, compensation, inswrance,
separations, loyalty programs, steff supervision of the legal aspects
of sugply, procurenment, and general services, including the specific
revievw of negotisted contracts, A generel function umigue 1@ this

15 afivice on the legel implieations of the responsibility of
the Director for protection of intelligence source snd method.

3., On the covert aide the fumction of greatest lmportance is
advice on the proper utilization of unvouchered funds., An sliled
function slso unigue, at lesst in scope, %o this Agency is the pro-
tection of Qovernment intereat in funds, property and control in
covert operations where the Govermment interest csmno® outwerdly appetr.
In sddition to these baesic responsibiliiies, covert operations bring
up legal problems of every nature sund type and often in an entirely
new form without clesr precedent. The scupe ls worldwide anfl lnvolve:
the application not only of United Statas laws, Federal and titate, b
alse netional and occacionally internationsl law.

k, The sim of the 0ffice is through staff sesistance to solve
the lsgnl blocks encountered in approved oparations with due regard
to the protection of United Stetes interests and of the Dirsctor in
the exercise of his responsidilities,

Lawrence R, Houston

OGC:ME LRH/blc General Counsel
Orig. & 1 - Addressee
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